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GETTING STARTED
* Why Birds?
* Equipment

« Birding vs Birdwatching

Tufted Titmouse




WHY BIRDS

 About 10,000
sizes, colors,

?

species, different
histories

* Ecological indicators

* Growing and

nopular hobby

(particularly during pandemic)

* |nexpensive,
educational

nealthy and




EQUIPMENT

Binoculars
«  Costranges from $200-$5000+

«  Spotting scope

 To see distant birds, especially over

water
e (Camera
 Field Guide

« Checklist




BIRDING & BIRDWATCHING

 Bird watching
» Passive
« Backyard/ Common Trail
 Birding
* Active
Competitive
Checklists— Life/Year/County
Travel
» Across the country
« Moment's notice for rarity
Photography- sell photos




BACKYARD BIRDING
* \What to feed them

 Birds want to
attract/time of year

* Bird houses

* Maintained
* Nesting materials

« Sparrows and Starlings




BACKYARD BIRDING

* Food attracts other
animals

« Squirrels

* Opossums

* Deer

* Flying Squirrels

 Racoons
* Mice

Chipmunks




BIRD IDENTIFICATION

How a non-birder

describes a bird

they saw in their
yard and want you
to ID it:

What they actually saw:




BIRD IDENTIFICATION

 Bird watching
* Group/Type
* Duck or Sparrow

» Size/Shape
» Behavior
* Hop, climb a tree trunk
* Color
« Season
» Migration
 Chipping Sparrow (summer), Tree Sparrow (winter)
 Field Marks
» Voice
 Location/Habitat




el 19%2
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¢ 10of2 & A < Best Matches A
Zoom until your bird fills the box DETAIL LIST

BIRD IDENTIFICATION ~ “mmeeereiste o
American Tree Sparrow

* Resources

 Books
* Birds of Ohio
* Birds of North America

» Specialty— qulls, raptors

Hardy northern sparrow with plump body, small
bill and long, thin tail. Note rusty cap and rusty
(not black) eyeline, gray head and unstreaked gr...

* Merlin
* App-based
» Take photo

» Upload photo
. I
. An swer O_U astions mages, Stock Photos & Vectors | Shutterstock Gommon Redpoll
tock | License details

] This Is My Bird! @

or— A= -




BIRDING HOT SPOTS

* Lorain County Metro Parks
«  City parks and lakeshore

« Lake Erie Birding Trall

« eBird

» Identify what birds have been
seen by location and when
« Facebook
« Birding Lorain County
* Ohio Chase Birds
* Northeast Ohio Backyard Birds

Lapland Longspur, Lorain Fishing Pier



BIRDING HOT SPOTS IN LORAIN COUNTY

Sandy Ridge Reservation Lorain Impound Oberlin Reservoir Bacon Woods
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Facebook

Birding groups from Lorain
County to all over the world

Share sightings, directions,
identification tips, general
Information

Messenger groups, members
will stay in touch with the latest
sightings

Make friends all over the area,
even the state.

12:38 M Gd Sl 70%m 12:37 4 d Tl 71%m
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Ohio Backyard Birding*

Sponsored by Black Swamp Bird Observatory - }

Birding Lorain County > Ohio Backyard Birding >

Q Public group - 780 members @ Private group - 21K members
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FIELD TRIPS

* More eyes to see birds,
share knowledge

« Black River Audubon has
monthly field trips

* Lorain County Metroparks
has trips and events

 Localfestivals, such as
Biggest Week in Birding




MIGRATION
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MIGRATION

* Forfood and reproduction
« Summer & winter habitats
« Layover spots

« (Chance to see birds who
don’t nest here

Chestnut-sided warbler




MIGRATION

«  Some birds migrate
over 3,000 miles

«  Bird species migrate at
different times of the
year— spring/fall

*  Rely on stopping over
places, such Magee
Marsh to refuel

. Chance to see birds
that don't nest here

* . Magnificent Migrations

“N Our winter coastal birds migrate to The Solent every year
~ from colder climates to escape harsh conditions.

B EA

Can you spot any?

{ s
\ j 4 Wigeon
| ] migrate between 1500 - 3000 miles
4 £y from Northern Russia and Siberia
1 Turnstone ‘6?“"
) : 5 Grey Plover
migrate over 1500 miles oy e A 3000 mil
from Greenland & East Canada,s & N THoEe ONED e

from Northern Russia and Siberia

o 1 6 Dark-bellied Brent Goose

8, R migrate over 3000 miles

ab SR L
others from Scandanavia .

2 Black-tailed Godwit

migrate over 1000 miles BRI S 5 de
from Iceland £ 3 ) 3:\\.1 > from Northern Siberia
4 . N
3 Curlew : <y

migrate over 600 miles
from Eastern Europe,
Scandinavia and Russia

«

@ y #BirdAware
www.birdaware.org

Artworks & design www.powellwildlifeart.com



MIGRATION

* North American flyways

 Magee Marsh famous

stopover location for warblers

before crossing lake

« Vagrants get off course,
sometimes due to weather,
and a chance to see them

Pacific ’ ’ .‘¢ Atlantic
B N

Central S @ﬁﬁ V"f Mississippi



MIGRATION

Bird Cast

Predictive
movement of

birds

Lets birders
know best
chance to see
migratory birds

Night of May 7-8, 2017

:w é%( .

{
|

~  Precipitation
Light
Moderate
Heavy

Migration
intensity

I High
" Medium

e Low
TheCornelllab Y £/ J; \ . None
of Ornithology RS

Van Doren and Horton 2018




MIGRATORY
BIRDS AND
VAGRANTS
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ETHICS

. Respect and promote birds and their environment

. Avoid stressing birds or exposing them to danger. Be particularly
cautious around active nests and nesting colonies, roosts, display
sites, and feeding sites.

. Respect and promote the birding community and its individual members
. Respect the interests, rights, and skill levels of fellow birders, as

well as people participating in other outdoor activities. Freely Disturbing owl

S x
share your knowledge and experience and be especially helpfulto . NESTS T ~'_‘ |

beginning birders s 4 cnime

. Respect and promote the law and the rights of others Plpase report

. Never enter private property without the landowner’s permission. yiolations
Respect the interests of and interact positively with people living in
the area where you are birding

American Birding Association




CONSERVATION

«  Protecting birds, their habitats and other wildlife

Summer, winter and stopover spots

Food and water

*  Fourlaws of Ecology

Everything is connected, "You can't do just
one thing”

Everything must go somewhere
Nature knows best

There is no such thing as a free lunch

American kestrel



THREATS TO BIRDS

Affects birds both
directly and
indirectly as
distribution of birds
closely associated

with temperatures
(USDA).

Audubon Report on
Climate Change

BIRDING IN LORAIN COUNTY

Domestic cats 1s the
#1 direct, human
caused to the birds
in U.S. and Canada.

In the U.S. outdoor
cats kill approx. 2.4

billion birds every
year (ABC)

Window

Strikes

Another billon birds

die every year from
window strikes,
with over 50% fatal.

City lights attract
and disorient birds.

Plastic pollution
can build up in the
bodies of seabirds.

Chemicals from
plastic ended up in
the birds’ liver and
fatty tissues

Damage and
destruction of
natural habitats for
farms, suburbs and
cities.

Bird populations
will decline as
human populations
expand (ABC)
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BIRD PROTECTIONS
« Migratory Bird Treat Act

Under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, it is illegal
to pursue, hunt, capture or kill, or attempt to
capture or kill, any migratory bird or disturb its
nest or eggs. =

* |llegal to pursue, hunt,
Violators are subject to $15,000
Captu re k|” any fine and up to six monthsin

prison (16 U.S.C. 703)

migratory bird

/ iAudub()n

¢ I I I e g a I to d iStU rb n e StS REPRUEZGEE:’STU’SE i HELF US PROTECT SHOREEBIRDS
and eggs iy, [ AR

F BIRDS APPEAR AGITATED OR TAKE FLIGHT,

YOU ARE TOO CLOSE!

HERE"S HOW YoU CAN HELP:
u M rewiing shosbingh w Lol et e Fasrc-lo-saa w Vel e g o
| A g & ek (e B gramesd Wermtehe e Baee




BIRD PHOTOGRAPHY

 Documentation photos
* Helpwith ID

e Capture moment

 Remembertime and place |
saw bird x
« Bird Behaviors \\
e Art N \\\

o Cha”enging Short-eared owl




BIRD PHOTOGRAPHY
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BLACK RIVER
AUDUBON SOCIETY

* Lorain County non-profit,
established in 1958

 (Over 550 members

* Promote conservation

through advocacy, education AUDUBON SOCIETY

& programs




MISSION OF BLACK RIVER AUDUBON SOCIETY

Education

* Monthly Speakers
* Monthly Field Trips
* Audubon Adventures

* Scholarships to Audubon
Camp at Hog Island, Maine

* Qutstanding Speaker

Conservation

* Bluebirds

* Purple Martins

» Kestrels

* Black River Audubon Park
* Oberlin Prairie

e Christmas Bird Count

« MOTUS

Advocacy

 Single-use plastic and plastic
pollution

* Climate Change

* Protect Migratory Bird Treaty

* Cats

* Window Strikes

* Protect local habitats

BIRDING IN LORAIN COUNTY

11/16/21

31



BIRDING COLUMN

* Every other Friday in

Chronicle Telegram in Sports

section

* Local birding iInformation and
activities, rare bird sightings

« Stories and photographs

OUTDOORS

flight over
Loenin County.

P BY PAARK CLIRLLA

Strength in numbers

Once endangered, Ohio’s bald eagles have come back strong
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SUMMARY

* Bird watching can be a fun,
relaxing, healthy, inexpensive and
educational hobby

* Northeast Ohio and Lorain
County 1s a great place to see both
nesting birds and migratory birds

 Birds are an important part of our
ecosystem and conservation efforts
are vital to their survival

* Many local places, organizations
and resources available
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